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AAUW PH-MTZ Winter Wonderland

Friday, December 12th 6-9 pm
1201 Monument Blvd.
Brookview Clubhouse, Concord
Appetizers, drinks, catered dinner, and entertainment
$32 per person, checks to PHMAAUW
By December 8th, RSVP and send your check to:

Marlene Maksel
1201 Monument Blvd. #12
Concord, CA 94520
Bring your spouse and/or friends
Seating is limited, reserve early

George March’ Clarinet Fusion

them. You may have a passion for one or all of
the great things that AAUW does- but not the
time or energy to support them all. That is OK.
We just need to support all of our programs as
a group so our diversity as members benefits
the diversity of our programs here and nationally.

Presidential Postings
Co-Presidents Katrinka March & Gayle Miner
So much is going on this time of year- election totals
just finishing being counted and already Christmas music in the stores. The holidays are always a good excuse
to spend time with family and friends so here is to hoping we can all carve out that time with family and those
who matter most to each of us.

Hope to see you at the holiday party!
Trinka and Gayle
JANUARY BOARD MEETING:
WEDNESDAY, JANUUARY 7, 2015
7 PM

AAUW has grown significantly since its inception, as has
our branch, and that growth sometimes comes growing
pains. We had a discussion at our latest board meeting
about interest groups and fund raisers and realized that
the lines between the two have become blurry over the
years. We think we have figured it out, but we really
want to make sure we do not have this confusion again
so watch for an article in the newsletter about the
Ways and Means committee and about different fund
raisers to try to reestablish how they work.

Home of Trinka March
Copy deadline for the January 2015 N.E.W.S. is:
December 22nd
Please email copy to:
Reba Siero

We do many good things for so many good people as
AAUW members. One thing I am sure about AAUW
women is that we are women who get things done. As
a national organization we saw there was need, and
still is a need to help women finish graduate degrees
and reenter college after a break. There is a need to
right legal wrongs in academia, to make sure women
are given equal rights and know to ask for equal pay.
We do all of these things, but we do not stop there! On
our home turf there was a need to help girls move forward and onto higher education. Marie Wolbach had
the vision to help middle school girls fire up their passion for the STEM fields and she did something about
it. Today we carry on that vision each year by supporting the Tech Trek programs.

rebasiero@yahoo.com

SAVE THESE DATES
Dec 12 Holiday Party, reservations by Dec 8
Dec 13 Fair Oaks Breakfast with Santa

We are thankful for all of these incredible programs
and all of you: the incredible women who support
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Jan 9

Layette Shower

Jan 15

Soup Supper, reservations by Jan 10

Mar 7

Tech Trek Fundraiser Tea

ANNUAL SOUP SUPPER
Our speaker, Dianna Vanni Matthias, grew up in Martinez, attended UC Berkeley, later
getting her MA and PhD in zoology. In the 60s she took a job with the National Marine
Fisheries Service. She was assigned to the Soviet Joint Venture Fishing Fleet in Alaska’s Bering Sea, monitoring tons of fish they caught. The stories she shares are hilarious. You will find her a delightful and amazing woman, so do not miss this meeting!
Date:
Time:
Place:

Thursday, January 15, 2015
5:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Hillcrest Congregational Church
404 Gregory Lane, Pleasant Hill
Spouses, significant others and friends are invited.
Please bring your own soup bowl and spoon!
Bread, butter, tea and coffee will be provided

IMPORTANT: Each attending MEMBER can choose one of the following:
PROVIDE A POT OF SOUP TO FEED 8-10 OR
PROVIDE A DESSERT TO SERVE 8-10 OR
PAY $10.00
NOTE: ALL GUESTS PAY $10.00 EACH
Please RSVP by January 10, 2015 to:
Marilyn Thelen, jlmthelen@comcast.net 228-2600 or
Elva Valli, wevalli@sbcglobal.net 228-8056
And let them know if you plan to attend, bring guests, and what you are bringing: soup,
dessert or $10.
Two Russian fishing
vessels similar to
ones Dianna Vanni
Matthias lived on for
10 years,
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INTEREST GROUP MEETINGS

Breakfast with Santa
Fair Oaks Elementary School

**MORNING BOOKS

will meet on
Wednesday, December 3 , 10 am, at Margi Alkire’s.
We will be discussing M. L. Stedman’s The Light Between the Oceans. This is a very poignant tale
about right and wrong ~ which side will your emotions take you? In January, we will be reading I am
Livia by Phyllis T. Smith.
Please join us for great discussions!
rd

In the last 3 years, this event at Fair Oaks has
been fun for several of the PH-MTZ branch member and families as they help with this “family fun
activity”.
The students and families come to have breakfast,
participated in a raffle, craft table and have their
photos taken with Santa.

**EVENING BOOKS will not meet in

Please call Muriel Fry 925-937-4709 or email
her mnrfry@comcast.net if you have an interest
or time to volunteer.

December. In January we will be reading and discussing Orphan Train by Christina Baker Kline.
Please join us then for the discussion.

Breakfast with Santa
Saturday, Dec 13, 2014
Begins at 9 a.m.

**MATINEE IDLE will go to the movies on Thursday, December 4th . Because Christmas falls on our 4th Thursday, we will meet early in
the month. We usually attend a matinee at a local
theatre. Call Marlene (689-5439), if you are planning to attend, or if you have any suggestions for a
movie. We always discuss the film after over coffee
or other liquid refreshment.

We need to arrive 8:15-8:30 a.m. to help with
decorations, get the juice out, find out the jobs to
be done (craft table, pancakes, help sell raffle tickets or ??)

Rami Muth’s and Nellie Meyer’s responses to Harriett’s
notes of thanks for their conversation on education for
our branch meeting on November 13th.

**CULTURAL CONNECTION will

Dear Harriet,
I truly enjoyed the experience and always appreciate
the ability to share the wonderful things we are doing
in Martinez. I particularly appreciated your questions
and the ability to work so closely with Nellie. She is a
true asset and I am proud to call her a colleague in our
work to better educate the children of Contra Costa
County. I truly value the wonderful work AAUW does
and want to thank you for giving me this special opportunity.
Sincerely,
Rami

not meet in December due to very full calendars!
Watch your January N.E.W.S. for a tour in January.

**LUNCHIN’ LADIES will not meet in
December. If you have a restaurant you would like
to try, please let Marlene know ~ we need some
unique suggestions.

**IN INDELIBLE INK will not meet in
December. Our next meeting will be on Wednesday, January 14th. We will also be hosting the Layette Shower on Friday, January 9th, 10 am at Margi
Alkire’s.

Dear Harriett,
Thank you for the lovely letter. I appreciated the opportunity to meet your group and share all of the hard
work we are in the midst of doing. Mt. Diablo is a hidden gem and we have great people who have dedicated
their lives to young people. Please thank your club for
their time and great questions.
Sincerely,
Nellie Meyer, Ed.D.
Superintendent, Mt. Diablo Unified School District

**NIMBLE FINGERS is a revived interest group – won’t be meeting in until January.
Look for information about the meetings in the January newsletter. Bring your sewing, knitting, mending or any craft. If you like, bring a bag lunch. Everyone is welcome. Contact Suzanne for more information at 283-3050 or gmasm39@yahoo.com
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Legal Advocacy Fund

PUBLIC POLICY

Kit Hein

*Did you miss LAF’s Supreme Court Preview Call? You
can read a summary <http://listsrv.aauw.org/
t/92495/4372255/2203/5/> of our discussion. *

Kit Hein

Do you ever wonder how and by whom the Public Policy program of AAUW is set? According to
www.aauw.org, the national website, "Respectful debate is a hallmark of AAUW’s storied history." You, the
members, are the ones who do this. It is now time to
comment on and propose changes to the bylaws and
Public Policy Program. Your proposals and comments
help keep AAUW moving in the right direction. Log into
the 2015 AAUW National Election web page. Deadline is
December 5 http://www.aauw.org/resource/nationalelection/

On October 22, AAUW members across the country
joined LAF staff to learn about the most important cases the court will hear this term. Federal courts are
sometimes the last, best hope for women who have
experienced discrimination in education, employment,
or health care.
This year, the Supreme Court will consider a number of
issues with the potential to significantly affect the
rights of women and girls, including a case on interpreting the Pregnancy Discrimination Act and more fallout from the court’s disastrous _Hobby Lobby_ decision.

The state website, aauw-ca.org, is also taking comments on our Public Policy Priorities. It is essential that
all members weigh in on the issues in order to chart the
course for the next two years. The work of our Public
Policy Committee is guided by our members' input.
Knowing how this system functions and how you, as an
active member, are a part of it, is what keeps the ADVOCACY in our mission to "..advance equity for all women and girls."l

If you missed the call, We’ll keep you updated on the
cases as the court’s term progresses. Look for information about our wrap-up call next summer once the
court has issued its decisions.

Please review and comment on our Priorities at aauwca.org/ Click on Public Policy Priorities. What should be
added, deleted, or changed as we finalize these for
2015-2017? Send your responses to office@aauwca.org

LAF and Title IX issues

from Kit Hein
In case some of our branches would like to carpool up.
We're also hoping to get Alicia to PHM in the spring if
you can't make this one. She is always a delight to
hear. PS Be sure to read Sandy's message about replies. Send them directly to Patricia Bardwell.

Deadline for comments is extended to
DECEMBER 15. Send to office@aauw-ca.org

Kit Hein, Vice Chair CCC IBC AAUW
Hello neighbors:
I am President-Elect for Napa Branch of AAUW. I am
writing you to invite you to our December luncheon &
program featuring our past state President, Alicia Hetman. Alicia will speak about LAF and Title IX issues and
current cases. This event will take place on Saturday,
December 6, 2014 at our local Elks Lodge located at
2840 Soscol Ave. Napa, CA starting @ 11:30 a.m. For
more detail information and reservations please see
our website: napacounty-ca.aauw.net or you may contact me.
plbardwell@comcast.net, or napaaauw@gmail.com.
It would be a pleasure to have you join us.
Patricia Bardwell
President-Elect AAUW-Napa branch

TAKE ACTION
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AAUW FUNDS

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS

Laurel Gaiser and Marlene Maksel
AAUW Funds Co-Chairs

Alana Macdonald and Claudia Bass
Membership VPs

In the Fall issue of our Outlook ~ the AAUW magazine from National ~ there are several photos of the
Fellows and Grantees for 2014-15. Did you read the
highlights?

Our membership is holding at 115 after gaining
many new members in September and October.
Last month we held a very successful Happy Hour
for new members- those who joined this year or
last year. Seven new members attended. Thanks
to Sheri Moore for helping us with this event. We
had a wonderful time with lots of lively conversation, good wine, and really good appetizers. The
new members all want us to do it again!

Ofure Omokhodion is an International Fellow from
Nigeria. She is a first-year resident in gynecology at
Johns Hopkins University. She is passionate about
promoting sex education among Nigerian secondary
school girls, in an effort to reduce the incidence of
child rape, unsafe abortions, and unwanted pregnancies. Her Fellowship will enable her to earn her
medical degree and return to Nigeria to help those
girls.

Our membership is large, but there's always room
for more! Our main source of new members is
your friends who you bring to an event or
meeting. Do you have a friend who might be interested? If so, tell her (or him) about all the things
we do: Fellowships at the national level and advocating for women's rights in the national and state
legislatures. At the local level, we provide scholarships for college bound high school girls. We send
junior high school girls to science/math camp. We
help out in the classroom with the SAM art program at Fair Oaks Elementary School,
We also participate in the Start Smart program
teaching college girls to advocate for equal pay.

Florence Adera, from Kenya, was an International
Fellow in 2004-05 and this year was awarded an International Project Grant. She graduated from Oklahoma City University with an MA in education,
curriculum and instruction. She works for Family
Health International in Kisumu as an educational
specialist and she is using the grant to work on a
mentoring program to improve the academic performance of more than 500 girls.
Your very much appreciated donations to AAUW
Funds are working wonders throughout the world!

TECH TREK TIDINGS

Most months, we have a general meeting with interesting programs and speakers. We also have
many fun fundraising activities such as dinners,
plays, and outings. And then there's interest
groups such as book discussions groups, Mah Jong,
geneology, bridge, and a group that goes to the
movies once a month. There's also a monthly
lunch-out group, a cultural group, a writing group
and more.

Janice Walker

Thank you to all who participated in our Game Day
and Tahoe Joe's fundraisers. Special gratitude is extended to Pat Harris and her committee for all their
efforts toward making Game Day a pleasant experience for all who attended.

Tell your prospective member to check out our
website. We are a vital, healthy, active branch,
and we have a lot to offer!

Twenty-one people attended Game Day, along with
three people making donations, and 98 bought tickets to Tahoe Joe's, earning $999.84 for Tech Trek, a
little more than one fourth our goal!
Again, thank you to everyone who made this possible!

If you are looking for any tax deductible donations as you end the calendar year, direct contributions to Tech Trek qualify. Contact me for
more information. In the meantime, Happy Holidays!

Our next fundraiser will be a tea on Saturday,
March 7, at Brookview. Be sure to save this date on
your 2015 calendar. More information will be available in the months ahead.
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MARTINEZ COMMUNITY

PLEASANT HILL COMMUNITY Janet Sullivan

Nancy Hobert

From NOW to Dec. 18th – Toys for Tots
For the 10th year, John Fuller and Jeni Waters of Edward Jones Investments are accepting new and unwrapped gifts for children. The Marines will distribute
them at Christmas. Drop them at 608 Las Juntas between 9 and 4 each day. Call 370-0184 if you have any
questions.

Do not miss the "Light up the Night" celebration of our
holiday tree lighting on Crescent Drive, Wed. Dec 3rd
5:00pm. Entertainment and lots of freebies from 4 to
8pm.
CERT Community Emergency Response Team will sponsor a Hazardous Materials in your home presentation
on Dec. 18th. Go to www.pleasanthillcert.org for information on training. Next class Jan 25, 2015 at PH
Community Center 320 Civic Drive at 7pm.

Dec. 2 – The Tripod Diaries: Artist Talk 6:30 to 7:30
Lorena Castillo, Lo.Ca. Works Fotographic Art will share
her inspirations, her process and the secret behind her
hand-colored images. Martinez Public Library, 740
Court Street, Martinez

The show Inside Pleasant Hill, which gives an in-depth
interviews of guest involved in local happenings and
organizations, can be viewed on Comcast 28, Astound
Channel 29, and AT&A UVerse Channel 99. View
demonstrations, interviews and a band with musical
guests.

Dec. 5 – Holiday Frolic 4:30 to 9 p.m.
Everyone is invited to participate in the Annual Light
Parade beginning at 6:30 at City Hall. Before and after
the parade, participants can enjoy activities including a
snow park, skating, air jumps, crafts and more! To participate, call Martinez Recreation at 372-3510.

The Pleasant hill Library is in need of volunteers and
also input on the location of a new facility (in distant?
future) and other issues. Also an introductory survey
is available at www.pleasanthillca.org/library. Give
your opinion and/or submit questions.

Dec. 5 to 21 The Martinez Arts Association Annual
Holiday Boutique at the Old Train Depot at the end of
Ferry Street by the railroad tracks.
Weekday Daytime Hours: Wed, Thur, & Fri: 11:30-1:30
Weekday Evening Hours: Thur & Fri: 4:00-8:00pm
Weekend Hours: Sat 12noon-8:00pm, Sun 11:00am3:00pm

After many years Dallimonti's on Oak Park Boulevard
will be changing owners. Ron and Christy's Italian Restaurant has been a favorite for locals who have enjoyed delicious food, a sports bar, and lively entertainment. Featuring great eats such as free tacos every
Tues. at Happy Hour. New Year's Eve Bash TBA. We
will miss you Ron and Christy.

Dec. 7 – “Home for the Holidays” 4 – 6 p.m.
Martinez Historical Society invites you to get into the
holiday season by visiting the Martinez Museum at
1005 Escobar St, Martinez. Holiday music, holiday postcards, Christmas plates on display, AND Sweet and savory treats!
Dec. 11 – Chamber of Commerce Holiday Party 5:30 to
7:30 p.m.
Enjoy a festive evening with a cash bar, hors d’oevres
and libations. Held at the Martinez Art Gallery, 630
Court Street, Martinez.
Dec. 14 – Ecumenical Christmas Concert 3:00 p.m.
A variety of church choirs and individuals will present
this wonderful gift to the community. It will be held at
the First Congregational Church, 1229 Court Street,
Martinez. Donations are happily accepted!
Dec. 16 – Alhambra High School Winter Concert – 7:00
p.m. Alhambra High School auditorium
Dec. 17 – Martinez Junior High School Winter Concert
– 7:00 p.m. Martinez Junior High auditorium
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Are you in the mood for some clarinet music?

Clarinet Fusion presents their holiday concert

“Jingle Bells”
featuring a musical selection to include:
Holiday, Latin, Klezmer, Jazz, and more

Two performance dates:
Sunday, December 7 at 2:30pm at the Martinez Sr. Center
818 Green Street, Martinez
Call 925-370-8770 for tickets

Thursday, December 18 at 7pm at the Pleasant Hill Sr. Center
233 Gregory Lane, Pleasant Hill
Call 925-798-8788 for tickets
Clarinet Fusion will also be performing as a guest ensemble at
Danville Community Band’s “Holiday Memories” concert
Sunday, December 14 at 3:30pm at East Bay Foursquare Church
2615 Camino Tassajara, Danville
Cost: Free

We hope to see you at one of our upcoming concerts!
Visit our website at www.clarinetfusion.org
Danville-Alamo-Walnut Creek Branch of AAUW

10 th Annual Holiday Home Tour

Friday, December 12 and Saturday, December 13
from 10 am-4 pm.
Tickets are $35 with a
senior discount of $5through Saturday, December 6th
There are three ways to purchase your ticket:
For on-line purchases, go to hhtp://daw-ca.aauw.net/
hht2014/. There will be a $2 processing fee per ticket.
You may purchase tickets by mail by sending a check payable to:
“Danville-Alamo-Walnut Creek AAUW” and include a self-addressed
stamped #10 business size envelope to: AAUW Holiday Home Tour,
P.O. Box 996, Alamo, CA 94507.
If you wish to buy your tickets in person, please go the East Bay
Flower Company at 206 Sycamore Valley Road West (Danville Livery)
starting on November 10th from 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM Monday
to Friday and 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM on Saturday. Purchases at East Bay
Flower Company are cash or check only.
Questions, email: aauwhht@gmail.com. No children under 12.
Our profits from the Holiday Home Tour go to local scholarships for
women to complete their undergraduate or graduate degrees and to
Tech Trek.
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Ways and Means?? What’s That??
Gayle Garrison and Ish Mendonsa
Ways and Means is a clearing house and coordinator for fundraising in our branch. It was established
when we began sponsoring several projects that
needed funds in order to prevent duplication or an
excessive number of events. Representatives from
all committees planning to raise funds meet in the
summer to discuss fundraising plans for the coming
year. Then plans are presented to the board for
their approval. When they are approved, the person
in charge informs the branch members through our
newsletter. Early in 2015, it will meet to determine
distribution of funds raised. Each year some "seed"
money is left for the next year.
For many years our only fund raising was for Educational Foundation-(EF)....in recent years, we have
expanded our projects to include several local projects-Local Scholarships, Tech Trek. Now EF is called
AAUW Funds and is used for fellowships. We hope
this will explain the purpose of Ways and Means.

Layette Shower coming…..
Our traditional Branch Layette Shower, sponsored
by the Interest Group In Indelible Ink, will be:
Friday, January 9, 2015, 10 a.m.
at the home of Margi Alkire
51 Rolling Green Circle, PH
So.....start knitting, crocheting, or buying your baby clothes! These items will go to the Hillcrest
Church project which provides complete layettes
to new mothers through CCC social services.
All baby things are welcome, new or gentlyused. Especially needed are diapers, blankets,
crib sheets, sleepers. Don’t wrap as the group
will to see and enjoy all the items!

Pleasant Hill - Martinez AAUW Website

Our website will show you everything you need to know about our Pleasant Hill-Martinez branch. See photos
from the November Program when you go to the Photos Page. Check out upcoming events on the Program
Page.
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Just go to http://www.aauw-pleasanthill-martinez.org for all of this and more. Forward any questions or comments that you may have to the webmaster, located on the About Us page.
Sherrie Moore, webmaster
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2014–2015 LEADERSHIP TEAM
Presidents:

SAVE THE DATE

Trinka March

372-8420

drtrinks@sbcglobal.net

Gayle Miner

349-6795 gayle.miner@yahoo.com

Vice Presidents - Program:

ANNUAL SOUP SUPPER
January 15, 2015
(Look for full details on page 3)

Harriett Burt

372-8038 hjburt1940@comcast.net

SaraJoy Haynes

372-9211

plumleather@aol.com

Vice Presidents - Membership:
Claudia Bass

372-8679

cbasslancer29@aol.com

Alana Macdonald 933-4427

alanam88@gmail.com

Vice Presidents - AAUW Funds
Laurel Gaiser

322-8676

lagaiser@comcast.net

Marlene Maksel

689-5439

marlene@maksel.us

685-0757

helenmp45@aol.com

Jennifer Apkarian 228-2027

apkarian1@att.net

Secretary:
Helen Pereira
Treasurers:

Kathy Heath

PH-M AAUW N.E.W.S. SPONSORS

228-1976 Kmamh1894@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor:
Reba Siero

228-8211

rebasiero@yahoo.com

Pleasant Hill – Martinez AAUW N.E.W.S. is published 10 times a year
by and for AAUW. May/June & July/August are combined issues.

Copy deadline for January 2015 N.E.W.S. is
December 22nd Please email copy to: Reba Siero
rebasiero@yahoo.com
Webmaster
Sherrie Moore 229-4177
www.aauw-pleasanthill-martinez.org
AAUW C C C Inter-branch Council Chair:
Position currently vacant
California State office of AAUW:
1331 Garden Highway, Suite 100
Sacramento, CA 95833

Email: office@aauw-ca.org
Website: http://aauw-ca.org/
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December 2014
Sun

Mon

Tue
1

Wed
2

Thu

10 am 3
Morning Books

7

8

9

Fri

TBD

Sat

4

5

10

11 6 to 9 pm 12
Winter
Wonderland
Holiday Party

14

21

6

Matinee Idle
Call Marlene
Maksel for info

9 am

13

Fair Oaks
Breakfast with
Santa

15

16

17

18

19

20

22

23

24

25

26

27

30

31

January NEWS
deadline

28

29

January 2015
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

4

5

6

7 pm

7

8

Board Meeting

11

12

13

10 am

14

In Indelible Ink

2

3

9

10

16

17

10 am
Layette Shower

5:30 pm 15
Soup Supper

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

Save the Dates: January 9 – Layette Shower; January 15 - Soup Supper; March 7 – Tech
Trek Fundraiser Tea

